the Mosque of
Qairwan, the mihrab of this mosque is
reached through a central nave with
double columned arcades on each side and
has a dome over the space immediately
in front of the mihrab. It rests on three
arches and the mihrab wall. Accord-
ing to Al-Maqrizi, this dome had two
complimentary domes, one on each side,
which have since disappeared. This idea
of the triple dome is a Fatamid innova-
tion. The transition from the square
substructure to an octagon is brought
about by the use of arched niches set
across each angle. The octagon then
changes into a circle which forms the base
of the dome. The space between the
arches, the upper part of the square sub-
structure, the octagonal formation made
of niches, the round base of the dome are
all decorated with carved arabesque and
calligraphic inscriptions in plaster. Exact-
ly opposite Qait Bey's Door there is a
small cupola above the entrance of the
liwan. It is richly decorated with kufic
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